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La Festa 
della Salute 

La festa più sentita dei veneziani: La Festa della (Madonna della) Salute is 

about wholesale health. Not just human health but it has taken on the 

meaning of "making Venice a fine place to live again". Maybe that's 

because new initiatives begin showing some effect and Venetians are 

conscious that their town is currently living a crisis. Originally, crisis 

just meant crossroads so there is opportunity in it and not just risk. It's 

days like these that really make you think about the future of Venice. 



Venetians reach the Basilica via a pilgrimage through town crossing the Grand 

Canal on a ponton bridge. It's a special feast celebrated with a "forest of white 

candles" illuminating this November morning. There's a hint of lively note given 

by the Fiera della Salute though, the colorful fair consisting of food stalls next to 

the Church.  

21 November in Venice represents a collective holiday for all Venetians though it is not an 

official one in Italy. In the Veneziano, the towns near Venice located in the provinces of 

Venice, Treviso, Padua and Rovigo, people take off at least a few hours to join festivities. 

Not just in Venice, they also celebrate the Feast in their own churches. 

Glossario della Festa 

Impressioni di mattinata: On 21 November - often shrouded in the caìgo (thick fog) in 
the early morning, you can see Venetians arrive, by foot, or taking vaporetti until Rialto 
or Accademia. From there, Venetians, including those living in the countryside walk 
to Campo di Santa Maria del Giglio from where the Ponte Votivo leads towards the 
Salute Church. On the other side of the Grand Canal in Campo San Gregorio, you come 
across the first pop-up stalls, where you can buy white ceri (long white candles) to be lit 
in the church. From then, just walk a few more minutes to the Basilca which you reach 
after crossing this sotopórtego. 



21 Novembre 
21 November in Venice represents a collective holiday for all 

Venetians though it is not an official one in Italy. In the 

Veneziano, the towns near Venice located in the provinces of 

Venice, Treviso, Padua and Rovigo, people take off at least a few 

hours to join festivities. They do go to Venice, but they also 

celebrate Madonna della Salute in their own churches. 

Here's our gift to you - a 
glossary for you to download 
and keep in case you are in 
Venice or plan to participate in 
the Festa one day. It contains 
expressions you will hear many 
times during your stay. 
 
 

Glossary 



Ponte votivo 

Ponte Votivo: The Venetian infrastructure and maintenance company, Insula - Alles spa, 

erects the Salute votive bridge, 80.51 meters long. If you have been to the Festa del Redentore 

and crossed the Redentore Bridge in July, you might recognize the structure: For our Ponte 

votivo della Salute, the three central modules of the Redentore bridge are used. The 

inauguration of the votive bridge takes place 3 days before 21 November at 12:30 pm. The 

bridge will stay in place for five days. Each module is 19.22 meters long and 3.6 meters wide. 

So it's rather easy to cross with the exception that rain causes the end modules of the ponton 

bridge become slippery. So if you cross the bridge on a wet day, be sure to wear good shoes.. 
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candles" illuminating this November morning. There's a hint of lively note given 

by the Fiera della Salute though, the colorful fair consisting of food stalls next to 

the Church.  

21 November in Venice represents a collective holiday for all Venetians though it is not an 

official one in Italy. In the Veneziano, the towns near Venice located in the provinces of 

Venice, Treviso, Padua and Rovigo, people take off at least a few hours to join festivities. 

Not just in Venice, they also celebrate the Feast in their own churches. 

Glossario della Festa 

Impressioni di mattinata: On 21 November - often shrouded in the caìgo (thick fog) in 
the early morning, you can see Venetians arrive, by foot, or taking vaporetti until Rialto 
or Accademia. From there, Venetians, including those living in the countryside walk 
to Campo di Santa Maria del Giglio from where the Ponte Votivo leads towards the 
Salute Church. On the other side of the Grand Canal in Campo San Gregorio, you come 
across the first pop-up stalls, where you can buy white ceri (long white candles) to be lit 
in the church. From then, just walk a few more minutes to the Basilca which you reach 
after crossing this sotopórtego. 



 

Durata della festa: The Festa della Salute does not just take ONE day. It starts a 

few days before 21 November, when the ponton bridge across the Grand Canal (==> 

ponte votivo) is openend. In the evening of 20 November, a first mass takes place 

in the Basilica di San Marco, followed by an evening pilgrimage across the ponton 

bridge to the Basilica della Salute ==> Vigilia della Festa. 

 

Venetians reach the Basilica via a pilgrimage through town crossing the Grand 

Canal on a ponton bridge. It's a special feast celebrated with a "forest of white 

candles" illuminating this November morning. There's a hint of lively note given 

by the Fiera della Salute though, the colorful fair consisting of food stalls next to 

the Church.  

Glossario 



Venetians reach the Basilica via a pilgrimage through town crossing the Grand 

Canal on a ponton bridge. It's a special feast celebrated with a "forest of white 

candles" illuminating this November morning. There's a hint of lively note given 

by the Fiera della Salute though, the colorful fair consisting of food stalls next to 
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Venice, Treviso, Padua and Rovigo, people take off at least a few hours to join festivities. 
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Glossario della Festa 

Impressioni di mattinata: On 21 November - often shrouded in the caìgo (thick fog) in 
the early morning, you can see Venetians arrive, by foot, or taking vaporetti until Rialto 
or Accademia. From there the people, also coming in from the terra firma walk 
to Campo di Santa Maria del Giglio. This is where they cross the Ponte Votivo. On the 
other side of the Grand Canal in Campo San Gregorio, you come across the first pop-up 
stalls where you can buy white ceri (long white candles) to be lit in the church. Just walk 
a few more minutes to the Basilica which you reach after crossing this sotopórtego. 



 

Why do Venetians celebrate, for the 386th time on 21 November, their Festa della 

Salute? It's much more than a Thanksgiving Feast ushering in Advent time.  

Venice commemorates the years 1630-31 when almost half of her population, that 

is 70,000 people, died from the bubonic plague.. 

This was the last time the Black Death hit Venice. Afterwards, the Venetian 

Government enacted a system of prevention methods. In 1630-31, Venetian doctors 

and state officials learnt a lot and were able to prevent further outbreaks of any 

epidemic in Venice until the end of the Republic. 

Contrary to the Redentore Feast that Venetians celebrate in July 

(commemorating the bubonic plague of 1575), there are now no fireworks in 

Venice. It's a quiet feast and celebrating takes place amongst families and in the 

Basilica della Madonna della Salute. 

Storia 
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Al lume di  
ceri 

Once you’ve made it inside the Basilica (expect queues), you'll hand over your cero and it will 

be lit amongst a forest of white candles as you can see above. Your candle will remain lit for 

about 10 minutes before new candles are lit as many other people with candles in hand wait 

in the queues. Don't think that your candles are thrown away afterwards !! They will be used 

again at a mass service in the following year. 
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Impressioni di mattinata: On 21 November - often shrouded in the caìgo (thick fog) in 
the early morning, you can see Venetians arrive, by foot, or taking vaporetti until Rialto 
or Accademia. From there, Venetians, including those living in the countryside walk 
to Campo di Santa Maria del Giglio from where the Ponte Votivo leads towards the 
Salute Church. On the other side of the Grand Canal in Campo San Gregorio, you come 
across the first pop-up stalls, where you can buy white ceri (long white candles) to be lit 
in the church. From then, just walk a few more minutes to the Basilca which you reach 
after crossing this sotopórtego. 

Fritelle e palloncini: In the meantime, stalls pop up 
about town offering local foods. Next to the Basilica 
the Fiera della Salute takes place. Here you get all 
kinds of sweet treats including caramelized apples 
and the first frittelles of the season. Venetian children 
get their palloncini (balloons) from the stalls lined up 
on Rio Terà dei Catecumeni and beyond. 



fiere 
di autunno 

A secret you must know. ONLY on 21 November will you be able to taste frittelles just like they 
are offered during Carnival. So do visit the bakeries and pastry stores !! Also, the first 
Venetian focacce are being prepared as Christmas is just round the corner.   
 
Many stalls are owned by people coming in from outside Venice and remain in place or 
return for other winter festivities, for Christmas, New Year and Carnival. You can encounter 
them on the bigger campi in Venice, at Campo San Bartolomeo, Campo San Lio, or Campo 
dei SS Apostoli. 
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La festa 
continua 

La festa continua - Teatro La Fenice and Fondazione Peggy Guggenheim offer free entrance 
for Venetians in the week before 21 November. So it is really a relaxing week when you take 
time to discover our town in the quiet atmosphere of balmy autumn days. Of course, we can't 
exclude acqua alta, but there are ways to avoid and deal with it. 
 
Walking away from the Fiera della Salute, you will find that many Venetians walk towards 
the gardens of Peggy Guggenheim Museum. It has become a nice tradition to enjoy the 
garden and light breeze, and then walk on, either home or towards a nice little restaurant 
where to taste the menu of the day. 
 
Autumn is showing now in Venice. Usually the fig trees are first in showing signs of autumn 
with leaves turning yellow, followed by the gingko trees in the Giardini Reali. 
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Click here for the new website 

of the Basilica della Salute: 

basilicasalutevenezia.it  

. 

Useful links 

Baccala’ manteca’; Riso in cavroman (or castradina); Pesce di San 

Pietro; Torta veneziana al cioccolato  

Family Menu for the Festa della Salute  
Ristorante al Giardinetto 

Vecio Fritoin; Il Ridotto; Antica Sacrestia; Bistrot de Venise 

(autumn spice food – ancient Venetian recipes) 

Other great places to taste 
Venetian autumn food 

Click here from the webcam of Hotel Gritti Palace showing you 

the Ponte Votivo and also the Basilica in some views. 

Participate virtually. Here‘s a webcam – 
thegrittipalaceview.com 

f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n :  
w w w . l a v e n e s s i a n a . n e t  
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http://www.thegrittipalaceview.com/
http://www.thegrittipalaceview.com/


The fragrant world of Venice – Food, Travel and 
Lifestyle blog dedicated exclusively to Venice.       
lavenessiana.net  

la venessiana 

Mediterranean books, ecourses, food writing, 
photography, travel coaching and web design. 
furbiziahs.com  

furbizia herbs and spices 


